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A reservation is required to drive into Yosemite National Park during peak hours (6 am – 4 
pm) from May 20 through September 30, 2022. 

If you have another reservation in the park, you may not need a peak hours reservation and 
can pay the entrance fee at the park entrance station.  

Learn more about current park operations. 

Yosemite Valley Road Network Pilot 
Note: some shuttle stop numbers will be different from what was in effect prior to 2020. The 
new routes are a result of the Yosemite Valley Traffic Circulation Pilot Mid May-Mid 
October 2022. 

 

 
  

https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/reservations.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/faq.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/roadpilot.htm
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Special Programs – Rails-to-Trails Yosemite Valley Trails | California Trails | TrailLink 
Start: Yosemite National Park, CA. GPS units do not always provide accurate directions for Park. If you 
do use a GPS unit, just keep in mind that if there's a conflict between what the road sign says and 
what your GPS unit says, the road sign is correct (and your GPS unit isn't). 
Directions: Coming from Mariposa, CA Drive EAST on CA-140, to Yosemite National Park (40 miles). Snow 
occasionally blankets the Valley, but it is open year-round. Page 5 has various mileages to CA and NV cities. 
Gas is not available in Yosemite Valley! Fill up ahead of arrival. 
 
Note: You will need to pay an entry fee or have a National Parks pass to enter Yosemite National Park. 
Get the latest NPS slick map entitled “Yosemite” (black top border) from the entry gate or a Visitor Center. 
This publication has the best map for the Valley Floor Walk. 
 
CA-140 East becomes Southside Drive once inside the park. The first bridge you drove over is Pohono Bridge. 
Note that this bridge is the halfway point for the 21k route. Keep following signs for Yosemite Village and day 
parking. The second bridge you cross just before Yosemite Village is Sentinel Bridge (Shuttle Stop 11). This is 
the official start for the Valley Floor walk. If possible, park at Sentinel Bridge. If the lot is full, drive ahead and 
turn Right into the main parking lot and backtrack to the bridge. If the main parking lot is full, you can park in 
any of the other lots and take the free Park Shuttle to Sentinel Bridge.  

https://www.traillink.com/trail/yosemite-valley-trails/
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1. Walk begins at Sentinel Bridge and will take 

you on a scenic clockwise loop around 
Yosemite Valley Floor. You will pass many of 
the famous landmarks within the park. Carry 
water, sunscreen and insect repellent. There 
are a few restrooms along the route. 

2. Cross the bridge and head right on the bike 
path. The Merced River will be on your right. 
After a short time go left into the picnic area, 
with restrooms. 

3. Carefully cross Southside Drive go right on trail. 
Follow signs for Bridalveil Falls (5 miles) and 
Pohono Bridge (6.5 miles). Avoid Four Mile 
Trail that forks left. 

4. Watch for a sign on the right to El Capitan. 
Turn right off the main trail, re-cross Southside 
Drive, cross river, turn right on river trail, and 
follow signs to Yosemite Village. Trail will cross 
Northside Drive near Sentinel Beach. 

For 11 km walk, skip instruction #5, go to #6. 
 

5. 21 km option: Cross the river at Pohono Bridge 
at the halfway point and continue heading 
clockwise up the valley. At this point you will 
be following signs toward El Capitan (9 miles) 
and Yosemite Village (11 miles). 

6. Pass through a campground (Camp #4); stay 
left through the parking lot. Soon you will see 
Yosemite Falls on your left, the longest falling 
falls in America and the 5th longest in the 
world. Continue through Yosemite Village to 
the Sentinel Bridge start point. 

7. Just before reaching the end point at Sentinel 
Bridge, be sure to visit the Park Museum. 

   
Event related assistance or suggestions for 
improvement please contact:  
Carl Cordes (702) 540-6632  or email: 
pa_rd@ava.org 
 
 

 
 
Be sure to log back into the OSB system (my.ava.org) to finish/complete your online registration after 
doing the walk. The OSB system does not deduct any walking fee from a walker’s Event Bank until 
they have submitted walk completion info including the date the event was walked, the distance 
walked, and the selection of applicable special programs that walker is participating in. (NOTE: The 
$2 fee for event PDF Download is deducted from the user’s Event Bank when the pdf is downloaded. 
This prepaid fee is applied against the credit fee(s) at the OSB “Finish Table” when you submit the 
walk completion info. However, the $2 “coupon” for the downloaded PDF expires 60 days from 
download.) 
 
 

 

  

mailto:pa_rd@ava.org
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