
VANTAGE - SEASONAL EVENT   Y2184

7K COMMUNITY AND GINKGO STATE PARK VISITOR CENTER WALK

3K GINKGO STATE PARK "TREES OF STONE" HIKE

6K PALOUSE TO CASCADES STATE PARK RAIL TRAIL WALK

N 46.94084    W 119.98487

Central Washington Sun Striders     Kittitas County, Washington     

The Vantage seasonal walk/hike event consists of three separate walking and hiking routes and 

distances in the Vantage, Washington area. All three routes start with driving directions to the 

Vantage boat launch because there are vault toilets or portapotties there. None of these three 

routes has any shade so bring your own shade and water on warm or hot days. There is a small 

restaurant and store in the Vantage community. 

The 7K is a walk along the Columbia River and around the community of Vantage. This includes 

the Gingko State Park Interpretative Visitor Center with its petrified logs and Native American 

Petroglyphs. The walk has great views up and down the Columbia River. The walk starts and ends 

at the Vantage boat launch parking lot on the Columbia River. It has some elevation gain/loss 

leaving the boat launch parking lot. Most of the trail is on pavement but there is a small portion on 

grass and on a dirt/gravel trail. Vault toilets/porta potties are at the boat launch parking lot and 

there are restrooms at the Gingko State Park Interpretative Visitor Center. Rated 2B.

The 3K is a hike up and down hills on a somewhat rough, rocky hiking trail in the "Trees of Stone" 

exhibit area of Gingko State Park. You see many examples of petrified logs on the landscape and 

there are great views of the surrounding area from the ridge top trail. You drive 2.5 miles from the 

Vantage boat launch to the parking lot. A Discover Pass is required to park in the lot though you 

can park for free along the highway just past the parking lot. Daily Discover Passes are available in 

the parking lot. There is a vault toilet at the "Trees of Stone" parking lot. Rated 3C. 

The 6K is an out and back walk on a portion of the Palouse to Cascades State Park Rail Trail that 

goes across the Columbia River on the railroad grade and railroad bridge that was once part of the 

Chicago, MIlwaukee and Puget Sound Railroad (The Milwaukee Road). There are great views of 

the river and Wanapum Dam from the bridge. You drive 7 1/2 miles from the Vantage boat launch 

to the gravel parking lot trailhead. A Discover Pass is not required to park in the gravel lot. There is 

a porta potty at the trailhead. Rated 1B.

Be sure to log back into the OSB system (my.ava.org) to finish/complete your online registration after doing 

the walk. The OSB system does not deduct any walking fee from a walker’s Event Bank until they have 

submitted walk  completion info including the date the event was walked, the distance walked, and the 

selection of applicable special programs that walker is participating in. (Nevertheless, a fee of $2 for a 

downloaded pdf is deducted from the user’s Event Bank when the pdf is downloaded. Later, any pdf fees 

are credited back to a walker’s Event Bank when he/she submits the walk completion info as a paying for  

credit  walker.) The $2 “coupon” for the downloaded  PDF expires in 60 days.
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This on-line packet of info contains the following 8 pages of information:

1. This Table of Content's page. 

2. Detailed information on each of the three separate walks/hikes that make up the Vantage event. 
(one page)

3. Driving directions and walk directions for the Vantage Community and Ginkgo State Park Visitor 
Center 7K walk. (Page1 of the 5 page walk directions and maps).

4. Map of the Vantage Community and Ginkgo State Park Visitor Center 7K walk. (Page 2 of the 5 
page walk directions and maps).

5. Driving directions and walk directions for the "Trees of Stone" 3K hiking trail. (Page 3 of the 5 
pages of walk directions and maps).

6. Map of the "Trees of Stone" 3K hiking trail. (Page 4 of the 5 pages of walk directions and maps).

7. Driving directions, walk directions and map for the Palouse to Cascades St Pk Railtrail 6K walk.   
(Page 5 of the 5 pages of walk directions and maps). 

8. A Vicinity map of the Vantage area and the State Parks showing the relative locations of the 
three events in the Vantage area. (one page)














