
SKAGWAY HISTORIC TOWN and LOWER REID FALLS 
 

Please note: The Online Start Box (OLSB) system does not deduct any walking fee 
from a walker’s Event Bank until they have submitted walk completion information 
including the date the event was walked, the distance walked, and the selection of 
applicable special programs that walker is participating in.  (Nevertheless, a fee of $2 for 
a downloaded pdf is deducted from the user’s Event Bank when the pdf is downloaded. 
Later, any pdf fees are credited back to a walker’s Event Bank when he/she submits the 
walk completion information as a paying for credit walker.) 
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SKAGWAY WALK INFORMATION 
Event Point of Contact (POC): Nancy Wittenberg, 253-208-1331 (cell) 
                                                     newittenberg@gmail.com 
PLEASE READ: 

Skagway calls itself “Alaska’s Gateway City”. It has a historic and colorful past as the 
terminus of the Klondike Gold Rush. This walk encompasses the historic tour of the 
town with interesting sidenotes. In addition the 8K will take you to the Gold Rush 
Cemetery and up to Lower Reid Falls. At the other end of the town, the 10K goes to 
Yakutania Point for a view down the Lynn Canal toward the Chilkat Mountains. An 
additional 2K takes you through a mixed coastal forest to a grassy inlet named 
Smuggler’s Cove. Both of these places are excellent for picnic lunches. 

If you are arriving by cruise ship, note on the map where your ship is docked in relation 
to the start at the NPS Visitors Center. There are several docks and several ships may 
be in port at the same time. 

Although there may be many people around when you walk, do not forget that away 
from the town proper you are in bear country! Stay alert, make noise, do not approach 
or feed bears, keep food and smells away from bears. If you do encounter a bear, stay 
calm, talk calmly and firmly, back away slowly and never run. 

Build fires only in designated fire pits and never leave a fire burning. Please pack out all 
garbage and leave nothing behind. 

Three Washington State volkssporters: Helen Ross, Liz Morrison and Carolyn Warhol at 
the town’s welcome sign and at the base of Lower Reid Falls. 
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  SKAGWAY WALK TO LOWER REID FALLS Y2403 
                        12K/10K/5K Rated 1B                  

Copyright © 2024 American Volkssport Association 

                           
These walk directions and marked route map may only be used in conjunction with a signed American 
Volkssport Association athletic waiver. All other uses are prohibited.                                                                               

In case of Emergency: Dial 911 
Event related assistance: Nancy Wittenberg:253-208-1331 

 

Historic tour (1–17): Get out your reading 
glasses and refer to the Skagway 
Convention/ Visitors Bureau Historical 
Notes. 

1. Make your way to the walk start at the 
Klondike Gold Rush National Historical 
Park Visitor Center in Centennial Park at 2nd 
Ave and Spring Street. (1). Restrooms here 
and interesting displays. The museum here 
was once the depot for the White Pass and 
Yukon Railroad. 

2. Leaving the Visitor Center, note Jeff 
Smith’s Saloon (2) across Broadway on 2nd 
Ave.  

3. Right on Broadway two blocks to 4th Ave. 
Numbers (3) Red Onion Saloon, (4) Arctic 
Brotherhood Hall & (5) Golden North 
Hotel on left. (6) Mascot Block on right at 
the corner with 3rd Ave.  

4. Right on 4th Ave one block to Spring St. (7) 
Pack Trail Building & (9) Skagway 
Customs Bldg. on right, (8) St. James 
Hotel on left. 

5. Left on Spring St one block to 5th Ave.  

6. Left on 5th  back to Broadway. The Moore 
Cabin (10) is on right. 

7. Right on Broadway one block to 6th Ave. 
Goldberg Cigar Store (11) and the Eagles 
Hall (12) on the right. (Post Office between 
6th and 7th.) (Skagway Brewery at 7th and 
Broadway) 

8. Right on 6th Ave one block to Molly Walsh 
Park (13) (Restrooms) on left. Pullen 
House (14) across 6th. 

9. Left on dirt path one block to 7th Ave. 
Skagway Museum & City Hall (15) across 
Spring at 7th. (Restrooms) 

10. Left on 7th Ave two blocks crossing 
Broadway to State St. Red Light District 
(16) between Boardway and State. 

11. Right on State one block to 8th Ave. 

12. Left on 8th (Restrooms on left) one block to 
Main St. White House (17) on left. 

13. Right on Main seven blocks to 15th Ave. 

For the 5K walk: Right on 15th Ave one block 
to State St. and go to 24. 
 
For the 8k/10k/12k, Continue to the Cemetery 
& Lower Reid Falls 50’ elevation gain: 

14. Left on 15th one block to Alaska St. 

15. Right on Alaska six blocks to 23rd Ave. 

16. Cross 23rd and follow the gravel road around 
and behind the Railroad yards, across the 
railroad tracks to the parking area. 

17. The Gold Rush Cemetery is located in the 
woods just past the parking area. (Pit Toilet 
in parking area.) 

18. Follow  the short forest trail behind the 
cemetery to spectacular Lower Reid Falls.  

19. Return to the cemetery and back along the 
gravel road you came on to 23rd Ave. 



 

20. Cross 23rd onto Alaska St. one block to 22nd 
Ave. 

21. Left on 22nd Ave 1 block to Main St. 

22. Right on Main six blocks to 15th Ave. 

23. Left on 15th one block to State St. 

5K rejoins: 

24. Right on State six blocks to 9th Ave. 

25. Right on 9th to Alaska St. 

26. Left on Alaska to 8th Ave. 
(Alaska Spirits Distillery on right at 941 
Alaska) 

27. Left on 8th to Main St. 

28. Right on Main to 7th Ave. 
Rejoin Historic Tour  (18 – 23): 

29. Right on 7th  Nye House (18) and Case-
Mulvihill House (19) on Right to Alaska St. 

30. Left on Alaska one block to 6th. 

31. Left on 6th passing the Gault House (20) 
and the site of the old Blanchard Garden 
(21) on right to Main St. 

32. Right on Main passing the First 
Presbyterian Church (22) at 5th to 4th Ave. 

33. Left on 4th one block to State St. 

34. Right on State three blocks to 1st Ave. The 
site of the Reid-Smith Gun Battle (23) on 
the SE corner at 1st. 

35.  

To complete the approximate 5 mile (8K) 
route OR the 3.1 mile (5K) route: 
36. Left on 1st one block to Broadway 
37. Left on Broadway one block to 2nd Ave.. 

38. Right on 2nd and continue to Spring St at the 
Klondike Gold Rush Visitors Center Finish. 

To go on to Yakutania Point 20’ elevation gain 
(add 2.6K for 10K total) and on to Smuggler’s 
Cove 100’ elevation gain (add 3.2K for 11K 
total) continue: 
39. Continue south on State St. on the sidewalk 

curving right (west) past the Airport Terminal 
(Restrooms). 

40. Cross the footbridge over the Skagway River 
and turn left on the trail.  

41. Continue past exercise station #3 and 
through the alder trees. At exercise station 
#4 the trail narrows and goes up rock steps. 

42. Continue along past the privy (RR) and 
down three more sets of rock steps. 

43. Continue past the picnic shelter where rock 
outcroppings provide a view looking down 
Lynn Canal toward the Chilkat Mountains. 
Eat your lunch here or continue to 
Smuggler’s Cove. 
 

To finish the 10K walk, retrace your steps to 
State St. and 1st Ave and go to 35.  

For Smuggler’s Cove 12K walk retrace your 
steps to the rock steps: 
44. Left on the rough, rooted trail at the base of 

the rock steps. The trail leads off through 
mixed coastal forest to a grassy tidal inlet. 
There is a picnic shelter and privy (RR) at 
this peaceful site. A good spot for your lunch. 

45. Retrace your steps back to State St. and 
1st Ave. Go to 35 to finish.  

Thank you for using the Online Start Box. We 
hope you enjoyed the Skagway walk.  

Please email the Point of Contact (POC) with 
any suggestions or problems: 
newittenberg@gmail.com. 







GUTFELD RESIDENCE • 1898, 1918
Historic Skagway Inn B&B

BANK OF ALASKA • 1916
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BUILDINGS • 1975, 1977, 1986

SLETTEVOLD BUILDING • 1977

MORELLI BUILDING • 1977

PRINCIPAL BARBER SHOP • 1907

GROSS BUILDING • 1940

PANTHEON SALOON • 1897, 1903

E.A. HEGG
PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIO • 1897, 1980
Dedman’s Photo

D.LUCCI GROCERY • 1898

IDAHO SALOON • 1899

GOLDEN NORTH HOTEL • 1898, 1908

GOLDEN NORTH HOTEL ANNEX • 1999

ARCTIC BROTHERHOOD HALL • 1899
Skagway Visitor Center

WASHINGTON &
ALASKA STEAMSHIP CO. • 1900

RED ONION SALOON • 1898, 1914

JEFF SMITH’S PARLOR • 1897, 1964

MARTIN ITJEN RESIDENCE • 1901
(NPS)

Skagway Outlet Store • 2005

Magee Building • 1997

NOME SALOON • 1899, 1901

BOSS BAKERY • 1897, 1902

SEATTLE KNOCK-DOWN • 1897

BOWMAN BARBER SHOP • 1897, 1903

KEELAR THE MONEY KING STORE • 1900

PETERSON & CO.
GENERAL MERCHANTILE • 1900

THE TRAIL • 1904, 1908

LYNCH & KENNEDY DRY GOODS
AND HABBERDASHERY • 1900, 1908

(NPS)

(NPS)

Bonanza Bar & Grill • 1983

B.A. WHALEN CURIO SHOP • 1899, 1912

KELLER’S DRUG
AND CURIO SHOP • 1898

MASCOT SALOON • 1898, 1905, (NPS)
PACIFIC CLIPPER LINE OFFICE • 1898

(NPS)
HERN LIQUOR STORE • 1937

(NPS)

BOAS TAILOR & FURRIER SHOP • 1899
(NPS)

VERBAUWEDE CIGAR STORE
& CONFECTIONERY • 1899

(NPS)

RICHTER’S ANNEX • 1972
RICHTER’S JEWELRY & CURIO SHOP • 1929

JOHN IRVING BUILDING • 1899

HOT SCOTCH SALOON • 1898

WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE
BROADWAY DEPOT • 1898

Klondike Gold Rush National
Historical Park Visitor Center (NPS)

WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE
GENERAL OFFICES • 1900

Klondike Gold Rush National
Historical Park Headquarters (NPS)

SIXTH AVENUE

FIFTH AVENUE

FOURTH AVENUE

THIRD AVENUE

SECOND AVENUE

WASHINGTON FRUIT STORE • 1899

SIXTH AVENUE

FIFTH AVENUE

FOURTH AVENUE

THIRD AVENUE

SECOND AVENUE

CRIBS • 1902
(NPS)

PULLEN HOUSE • 1899 (Ruin) Private

SEVENTH AVENUE SEVENTH AVENUE

SKAGWAY MERCANTILE CO. • 1996

MOORE CABIN • 1887
MOORE HOUSE • 1897

(NPS)

CAPT. JAMES CARROLL & CO. MERCANTILE/MASONIC BUILDING • 1899

GOLD PAN THEATER • 1995

A.C. FASEL’S PIONEER PAINT AND WALLPAPER CO./
RED FRONT STORE • 1898 Replica, 2000

U.S. POST OFFICE

 KELLY BLOCK BUILDING • 2003

SKAGWAY BAZAAR • 2004

KNORR BUILDING • 2005

HOUSE OF RICH • 1906

PENIEL
MISSION • 1900

(NPS)

KIRMSE JEWELRY STORE • 1899, 1904

ST. JAMES
HOTEL • 1897

SEATTLE
HOTEL • 1897

Buildings referenced in bold are owned by the National Park Service (NPS)

MONDAMIN HOTEL/PACIFIC HOTEL
EAGLE’S HALL • 1898, 1916, 1920

Days of '98 Show

ALASKA STEAMSHIP CO. OFFICE • 1900

ARTISAN MARKETPLACE • 2006

CORRINGTON -BARGER BUILDING • 2002

McCABE COLLEGE/
FEDERAL COURTHOUSE • 1899

Skagway Municipal Hall
Skagway Museum

SKAGWAY OLD TOWN BUILDING • 2007
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