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THE TWO TOWN WALKING CLUB 
Welcomes You To 

THE 10K ROCKPORT, MASSACHUSETTS WALK 
An AVA Sanctioned Seasonal Event 

 
This walk has 5k and 10k trails.  Both the 5k and 10k trails are along the streets and rocky public footpaths 
of the Town of Rockport.  Highlights include scenic views of the famous Motif #1 on Bearskin Neck, the 
ocean, the harbor, buildings constructed with granite from the local quarries, shops, restaurants, and art 
galleries.  Due to the rocky public footpaths, BOTH trails are rated 2B and are NOT accessible to 
wheelchairs and strollers.  POCs:  Joseph/Kathryn Piffat (jpiffat@aol.com/kapiffat@aol.com). 
 
About Rockport:  Rockport is located on the tip of Cape Ann in northeastern Massachusetts, bordering 
Gloucester.  Rockport was home to the Agawam nation.  Early European explorers included Samuel de 
Champlain and Capt. John Smith. The first European settlement in Gloucester was in 1623.  Rockport was 
originally a part of Gloucester, but was depopulated until the late 1600s, when it became a fishing village.  
During the War of 1812, only days after they invaded Washington, DC, and burned the White House, the 
British attacked Rockport and fired on the Fort at the end of Bearskin Neck and on the town itself.  By the 
early 1800s, the granite quarries were developed.  High-grade Rockport granite was used for buildings 
along the East Coast, including the Custom House in Boston, and for the Panama Canal.  Many Finnish and 
Swedish immigrants worked at the quarries.  Rockport became independent in 1840.  By the mid-1800s, 
Rockport also became known as an artists’ colony.  It is famous for its art galleries.  The red fishing shack 
“Motif #1” is said to be one of the most painted and photographed scenes in America. 
 
Restrooms:  There are NO restrooms near the Start Point, so walkers are encouraged to use a restroom en 
route prior to arrival.  A public restroom is available at the T Wharf on the 5k (at about 2k and 4.5k) and 
on the 10k (at about 3.5k and 9.5k).  (For train travelers on the 10k trail, it will be at about 4/4.5k and 9k.) 
 
Walk Registration, Completion & Credit:  Registration takes place online via the AVA Online Start Box 
(OSB; my.ava.org).  Follow the instructions provided to create a user account and sign the one-time AVA 
waiver.  Pay walk fees as instructed, and download/print the directions.  The POC does not provide 
directions or accept alternate payment methods.  Once you have walked, login to your OSB account, click 
on the “My Start Box” tab, then the “Finish Table” tab, then click on “Go to Finish Table” for the event.  
Use the form to submit the date/distance of your walk and to select AVA Special Programs to generate the 
appropriate stamped insert cards. 
 
About TWO TOWN WALKING CLUB:  The Two Town Walking Club (TTWC) is the local chapter 
of the AVA: America’s Walking Club, which promotes health through walking and other non-competitive 
sports.  IVV/AVA credit is available at their sanctioned walks.  TTWC membership fee is $12/year and 
includes a quarterly newsletter.  For additional information, contact: Joseph Piffat, Club President, at 
jpiffat@aol.com. 
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10K DIRECTIONS FOR ROCKPORT, MA  

Driving Directions:  Take any major highway to 
I-95.  From the North or South, take Exit 
64/Route 128 North to Gloucester.  After 
driving over a bridge, you will come to a First 
Rotary (Grant Circle).  Take 2nd Exit to stay on 
Route 128 North.  At Second Rotary 
(Blackburn Circle), take 2nd Exit to stay on 
Route 128 North. Stay in the left lane after you 
exit.  Turn LEFT at traffic light onto Route 127 
North to Rockport and shortly pass supermarket 
on right.  At a five-street intersection, proceed 
STRAIGHT onto Route 127A South – 
Bearskin Neck.  At the small lighthouse 
monument at the end of the street, turn RIGHT 
onto Mt. Pleasant St.  Mt. Pleasant St becomes 
South St.  Drive approximately ½ mile to Dean 
Rd.  Turn LEFT onto Dean Rd.  Park on Dean 
Rd.  Dean Rd is a quiet residential neighborhood. 
Please respect the privacy of the residents. 

Commuter Rail:  Limited commuter trains travel 
to Rockport from NORTH Station in Boston 
(Rockport Line; https://www.mbta.com) and 
ONLY FOR THE 10k TRAIL.  Confirm with 
conductor BEFORE boarding the train in Boston 
& check return. Service subject to change.  Trains 
are NOT available from other Boston stations.  
Exit Rockport Station and turn LEFT onto 
Railroad Ave.  Start with #45 on 10k directions. 

Start Point:  The Start/Finish (NO restroom) is 
at intersection of Dean Rd and South St.  Proceed 
to intersection (2 Dean Rd) to begin walk 
(42.655102088910816, -70.60741907145967). 

Public Restroom:  Available at the T Wharf on 
the 5k (at about 2k & 4.5k) and on the 10k (at 
about 3.5k & 9.5k).  (For train travelers on the 
10k trail, it will be at about 4k & 9k into walk.) 

10K WALK DIRECTIONS 

1.  Park on Dean Rd and walk to end at South 
St (No Sign). 

2.  START of WALK  - 2 Dean Rd. 

3.  At corner of Dean Rd & South St (just 
beyond 2 Dean Rd), turn 

4.  LEFT on South St.  Continue on South St, 
crossing Smith Rd., Marmion Way, Old 
Straitsmouth Way, and passing Heath’s Tea 
Room on left. 

5.  CROSS Straitsmouth Way with the two 
rock columns. 

6.  LEFT on this Marmion Way – no sidewalks.  

DO NOT GO ON SHETLAND RD – bear 
right to stay on Marmion Way (1k). 

7. Pass Straitsmouth Way on left, 
Straitsmouth Cove Landing with sign on right, 
and Seafarer Inn and Seaward Inn on left. 

8.  Pass Pioneer Circle on left. 

9.  RIGHT at #33 Marmion Way (2k).  Turn 
onto “PUBLIC FOOT PATH” and follow path 
along the water with expansive views of the 
Atlantic Ocean and Rockport. 

10.  LEFT just beyond the wooden steps and 

11.  RIGHT at the end of the FOOT PATH 
onto Old Garden Rd at street (No Sign). 

12. Pass Old Garden Beach Park on right 
(benches) and pass Harraden and Allen on left. 

13. LEFT at end of Old Garden Rd onto 
Norwood (no sign).        

14. Stay on Norwood for one block and turn 

15. RIGHT onto Atlantic Ave at Stop Sign 
(3k).  Follow Atlantic Ave as it curves to the 
left.   

16. Pass entrance to the Public Foot Path on 
right.              

17. Continue on Atlantic Ave.   

House at #10 Atlantic Ave was one of the houses 
built (1781) with buried pirates’ gold discovered 
at Gully Cove in 1752 by Caleb Norwood, who 
became a wealthy man.  At one time it was a hotel, 
the Headland House.  At #2 Atlantic Ave is the 

Emergencies: Dial 911 
Event-related assistance:  
Joseph Piffat (978) 777-4619 

 

These directions may only be used in 
conjunction with a signed American 
Volkssport Association athletic waiver.  All 
other uses are prohibited.   
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shingled cabin (1680) of Joshua Norwood, father 
of Caleb. 

18. RIGHT (Stop Sign) onto Mt Pleasant St 
(no sign). 

19. Pass Hannah Jumper House #35 Circa 
1856 on right. 

The men of Rockport were spending their 
earnings on rum. On July 8, 1856, 200 women 
gathered in Dock Square, and brandishing 
hatchets, set out to destroy every container of 
alcohol in the town.  Hannah was 75 years old 
and was one of the main leaders of this raid.   
Rockport remained a “dry town” until 2005. 

20. Pass The Blacksmith Shop Restaurant on 
right. 

21. RIGHT at next right to T Wharf (town 
wharf) just after N-Gallery 

(PUBLIC RESTROOMS AND TOURIST 
INFORMATION-TOWN OF ROCKPORT) 

22. Walk to end of wharf – Sandy Bay Yacht 
Club 1885 on right.  MOTIF #1 is on the left. 

Internationally famous MOTIF #1 is a replica of 
a former fishing shack built in the 1840’s to house 
fishermen’s supplies.  In 1933 a 27- foot scale 
model of this red fishing shack was a float driven 
to the American Legion Convention in Chicago 
where it won first prize.  MOTIF #1 is reputed to 
be the most photographed and painted building 
in the U.S. It was destroyed in the Blizzard of ’78, 
and an exact replica was constructed the same 
year. MOTIF #1 has become a symbol of New 
England maritime life. 

23. RETRACE your steps back to Mt Pleasant 
St and use the CROSSWALK on left side of 
the small “lighthouse” to cross. 

24. Continue straight ahead on Broadway – 
First Baptist Church on left - (4K) at Art 
Books at 31 Broadway. 

25. CROSS School St.  Note Post Office at #39 
Broadway. 

26. RIGHT at postal boxes.  

27. CROSS Broadway at CROSSWALK. 

28. RIGHT on Broadway to retrace steps back 
to Mt. Pleasant St.   

29. CROSS Jewett St and pass Town Hall on 
left AS YOU RETRACE YOUR STEPS. 

Note the granite buildings along this street. 

30. CROSS School St.   

Across the street, Spiran Lodge, a local lodge of 
the Vasa Order of America, reflects the 
Scandinavian heritage in Rockport as immigrants 
arrived to work in the granite quarries. 

31. LEFT at Mt. Pleasant St. “lighthouse” – 
Visitor Information on left. 

32. CROSS Stone Barn Ln. 

33. Pass London Ventures and The Dove 
shops. The street curves to the left through 
DOCK SQUARE.  Mt. Pleasant becomes Main 
St.   Rockport Art Association and Museum 
and sculpture of “Baby and Frog” on left.  

At corner of Main and School pass The First 
Congregational Church on left.     

During the War of 1812, a British frigate entered 
the harbor and captured the Rockport fort and 
guards. The church bell in the steeple was pealed 
to alert the citizens.  A British barge from the 
frigate fired a carronade to silence the bell.  The 
British barge sank from a leak, and the British 
sailors were captured.  The British and American 
prisoners were exchanged.  On the front lawn is 
the British carronade that was captured.  A black 
spot on the steeple support marks the spot where 
the carronade ball struck. 

34. LEFT at Jewett St to CROSSWALK. 

35. RIGHT in front of the former Carnegie 
Library, now a private home (Edward    
Everett Sq). 

36. LEFT onto Cleaves St . 

37. RIGHT onto Hale St just before Eagle 
House. 

38. RIGHT at yellow “DEAD END” sign (still 
Hale St). 

39. LEFT and immediately CROSS Main St     
NO CROSSWALK (5k). 

40. LEFT on Main St. 



Two Town Walking Club 10k Rockport, MA Seasonal Walk Page 4 of 5 

Copyright 2021 by Joseph F. Piffat, Barbara A. Piffat & Kathryn A. Piffat. Used with permission by the Two Town Walking Club.   
These directions may only be used in conjunction with a signed American Volkssport Association athletic waiver.  All other 
uses are prohibited.   

41. CROSS Union Ln.  Pass sign about 
Richard Tarr, the first European settler in 
Rockport in 1690. 

42.  CROSS Agawam Ln. 

43.  RIGHT at Railroad Ave - intersection with 
green sign for Rt.127. 

44.  Pass Whistlestop Mall on left.  
ROCKPORT TRAIN STATION is also on 
left. 

(Train Travelers ONLY:  This is where you 
would start the walk by turning left onto 
Railroad Ave if you arrive by train.) 

45. CROSS King St. at CROSSWALK (traffic 
island in front of you) and turn 

46. RIGHT on King St. with the Historical 
Society on your left.  (6k at 26 King St.) 

Note bank on right and Sandy Bay Historical 
Society across the street on left.  Both were 
made of Rockport granite. 

Rockport granite was used in building Fort 
Warren, the Boston Custom House, the Boston 
Post Office, the Masonic Temple in Philadelphia, 
and St. Ann Church in Gloucester.  Polished 
granite was used in the New York Holland 
Tunnel, the fountain bowls for Union Station 
Plaza in Washington, DC, and thousands of 
paving stones for big city streets. 

47. CROSS Forest St. 

48. LEFT at Smith St.  

Sign for John Pool, second European settler 
whose saw mill provided the lumber for Long 
Wharf in Boston. 

NOTE gazebo and ornate Victorian fountain 
on right at intersection. Walk to the FRONT 
of the fountain and then 

49. Cross Beach St. toward the ocean  

50. Right on Beach St.  (Sidewalk ends so 
carefully CROSS the street to Right side of 
Beach St.)   

(If you need restrooms, continue a few doors 
down to seasonal public restrooms and then 
retrace your steps to return to the trail.  Make 
sure to turn to face the direction you were 
previously facing on the walk.) 

51. RIGHT after passing The Cove Hotel (on 
right) into Millbrook Meadow. 

You will meet Millie of Millbrook, a humpback 
whale sculpture 10 feet long and weighing 6,000 
pounds.  Description of this enterprise is on the 
board nearby. 

52.  Continue on the gravel path and proceed 
up the steps along the waterfall to Mill Pond. 

53. LEFT at Mill Pond and walk uphill passing 
the cemetery on the left and John Tarr house 
(1720) on the right.  At end of the street, turn 

54. LEFT onto MAIN St (7k).  At intersection, 
cross street and turn 

55. RIGHT to stay on Main St. 

56. Pass The John Tarr Store and the SHALIN 
LIU PERFORMANCE CENTER.   

A floor to ceiling glass window is the stage’s 
backdrop with magnificent views of the ocean.  
Look through the front window or drop into the 
lobby if it is open to see the setting. 

57. Pass Brothers Brew Coffee Shop and 
Brackett’s Ocean View Restaurant 

NOTE the unusual Blue Gate at 23R Main St – 
just after Brackett’s. 

58. Pass Tuck’s Candy (famous local 
candy/gift shop) & Village Silversmith  

59. ENTER BEARSKIN NECK straight 
ahead.  Use the CROSSWALK to get to the 
right side of the Neck. 

NOTE the sign on right about the Neck’s 
interesting history! 

60. Pass the Sea Fencibles Barrack (1804) – 
sign on building. 

Note the Bearskin Neck painting on the red 
Pewter Shop on left. 

61. RIGHT at James Russell Gallery to enter 
Bradley Wharf to see MOTIF #1. 

Walk LEFT to the “No Parking Beyond This 
Point” sign. 

This wharf was the former site of a schooner boat 
building yard.  NOTE the colorful collection of 
buoys in the garden on the left. 
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62. RETRACE your steps back to the Neck 
and turn 

63. RIGHT passing Roy Moore Lobster Co. 
with the lobster sign. 

64. Pass the Country Store on left. 

65. RIGHT on Tuna Wharf – Fudgery for ice 
cream and candy and walk to end of wharf for 
another view of MOTIF #1 and the Sandy Bay 
Breakwater (1885).  

66. RETRACE your steps and turn 

67. RIGHT passing Helmut’s Strudel (ice 
cream, strudel, coffee) (8k). 

FUN QUESTION #1 

Site of the Old Stone Fort (War of 1812) is on 
the right.  NOTE the Historic Transit Tower next 
to the fort.  Rockport was the terminus for the 
transatlantic cable for 50 years.  In what year 
was the Historic Transit Tower erected? 

68. Walk past the fort and look in the distance 
toward the right past the harbor entrance.  
You will see STRAIGHTSMOUTH ISLAND 
LIGHTHOUSE (1835) listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Captain John Smith first spotted the island in 
1614. 

69. WALK COUNTERCLOCKWISE around 
the stone benches at the end of the Neck. 

Note the Sandy Bay Breakwater. 

70. RETRACE your steps on the opposite side 
about half-way back down Bearskin Neck to 
the “DO NOT ENTER” sign and turn 

71. RIGHT at Doyle’s Cove Rd and walk to 
end. 

72. LEFT on North Rd to end. 

73. RIGHT on Old Harbor Rd. 

You will have views of the Old Harbor and the 
huge glass window that looks out at the harbor 
from the Shalin Liu Performance Center. 

74. RETRACE your steps.   

75. At STOP SIGN bear right back to the Neck 
and continue bearing right.  “THE ICE 

CREAM STORE” and the Bean & Leaf Café 
will be on your right. 

As you exit Bearskin Neck turn 

76. LEFT at “Wicked Peacock.”  You are now 
back at Dock Square. 

77. Pass Tuck’s Candy Factory on left.  

78. CROSS T Wharf entrance (RESTROOMS 
on T Wharf) and continue straight. 

79. Pass The Blacksmith Shop Restaurant. 

80. CROSS Atlantic Ave (9k). 

81. Pass The House on Cove Hill (B & B). 

This was another home built by Caleb Norwood, 
who had discovered buried pirates’ treasure at 
Gully Point.  The House on Cove Hill, the Caleb 
Norwood, Jr. House, was built around 1771.  

82. CROSS Norwood and Mt Pleasant Place. 

83. Pass Seven South Street Inn.  

84. CROSS Caleb’s Ln. 

85. Pass the Benjamin Tarr House.   

Sixty-six men from this village met at Tarr’s 
house and marched to Charlestown and fought at 
Bunker Hill.  The distance was 40 miles.  The 
military travel pay was one penny per mile.  

There should be no complaints about doing a 5k 
or 10k after reading this fact!   

86. LEFT at Dean Rd to FINISH (10k).  (Train 
travelers: Go to #1 and proceed to #44 to 
complete your walk and return to station.) 

FUN QUESTION #2 

Were you one of the lucky visitors to catch a 
glimpse of the mysterious sea serpent who 
surfaces every few years? 

 

THANK YOU for joining TWO TOWN 
WALKING CLUB in this walker’s paradise! 

 

WANT MORE?   

Try our YRE in neighboring Gloucester! 
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THE TWO TOWN WALKING CLUB 
Welcomes You To 

THE 5K ROCKPORT, MASSACHUSETTS WALK 
An AVA Sanctioned Seasonal Event 

 
This walk has 5k and 10k trails.  Both the 5k and 10k trails are along the streets and rocky public footpaths 
of the Town of Rockport.  Highlights include scenic views of the famous Motif #1 on Bearskin Neck, the 
ocean, the harbor, buildings constructed with granite from the local quarries, shops, restaurants, and art 
galleries.  Due to the rocky public footpaths, BOTH trails are rated 2B and are NOT accessible to 
wheelchairs and strollers.  POCs:  Joseph/Kathryn Piffat (jpiffat@aol.com/kapiffat@aol.com). 
 
About Rockport:  Rockport is located on the tip of Cape Ann in northeastern Massachusetts, bordering 
Gloucester.  Rockport was home to the Agawam nation.  Early European explorers included Samuel de 
Champlain and Capt. John Smith. The first European settlement in Gloucester was in 1623.  Rockport was 
originally a part of Gloucester, but was depopulated until the late 1600s, when it became a fishing village.  
During the War of 1812, only days after they invaded Washington, DC, and burned the White House, the 
British attacked Rockport and fired on the Fort at the end of Bearskin Neck and on the town itself.  By the 
early 1800s, the granite quarries were developed.  High-grade Rockport granite was used for buildings 
along the East Coast, including the Custom House in Boston, and for the Panama Canal.  Many Finnish and 
Swedish immigrants worked at the quarries.  Rockport became independent in 1840.  By the mid-1800s, 
Rockport also became known as an artists’ colony.  It is famous for its art galleries.  The red fishing shack 
“Motif #1” is said to be one of the most painted and photographed scenes in America. 
 
Restrooms:  There are NO restrooms near the Start Point, so walkers are encouraged to use a restroom en 
route prior to arrival.  A public restroom is available at the T Wharf on the 5k (at about 2k and 4.5k) and 
on the 10k (at about 3.5k and 9.5k).  (For train travelers on the 10k trail, it will be at about 4k and 9k.) 
 
Walk Registration, Completion & Credit:  Registration takes place online via the AVA Online Start Box 
(OSB; my.ava.org).  Follow the instructions provided to create a user account and sign the one-time AVA 
waiver.  Pay walk fees as instructed, and download/print the directions.  The POC does not provide 
directions or accept alternate payment methods.  Once you have walked, login to your OSB account, click 
on the “My Start Box” tab, then the “Finish Table” tab, then click on “Go to Finish Table” for the event.  
Use the form to submit the date/distance of your walk and to select AVA Special Programs to generate the 
appropriate stamped insert cards. 
 
About TWO TOWN WALKING CLUB:  The Two Town Walking Club (TTWC) is the local chapter 
of the AVA: America’s Walking Club, which promotes health through walking and other non-competitive 
sports.  IVV/AVA credit is available at their sanctioned walks.  TTWC membership fee is $12/year and 
includes a quarterly newsletter.  For additional information, contact: Joseph Piffat, Club President, at 
jpiffat@aol.com. 
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5K DIRECTIONS FOR ROCKPORT, MA  

Driving Directions:  Take any major highway to 
I-95.  From the North or South, take Exit 
64/Route 128 North to Gloucester.  After 
driving over a bridge, you will come to a First 
Rotary (Grant Circle).  Take 2nd Exit to stay on 
Route 128 North.  At Second Rotary 
(Blackburn Circle), take 2nd Exit to stay on 
Route 128 North. Stay in the left lane after you 
exit.  Turn LEFT at traffic light onto Route 127 
North to Rockport and shortly pass supermarket 
on right.  At a five-street intersection, proceed 
STRAIGHT onto Route 127A South – 
Bearskin Neck.  At the small lighthouse 
monument at the end of the street, turn RIGHT 
onto Mt. Pleasant St.  Mt. Pleasant St becomes 
South St.  Drive approximately ½ mile to Dean 
Rd.  Turn LEFT onto Dean Rd.  Park on Dean 
Rd.  Dean Rd is a quiet residential neighborhood. 
Please respect the privacy of the residents. 

Commuter Rail:  The 5k trail does NOT pass 
Rockport Station.  Limited commuter trains 
travel to Rockport from NORTH Station in 
Boston (Rockport Line; https://www.mbta.com) 
and ONLY FOR THE 10k TRAIL.  Please see 
the 10k trail directions if you are interested. 

Start Point:  The Start/Finish (NO restroom) is 
at intersection of Dean Rd and South St.  Proceed 
to intersection (2 Dean Rd) to begin walk 
(42.655102088910816, -70.60741907145967). 

Public Restroom:  Available at the T Wharf on 
the 5k (at about 2k and 4.5k) and on the 10k (at 
about 3.5k and 9.5k).  (For train travelers on the 
10k trail, it will be at about 4k and 9k into walk.) 

 

 

5K WALK DIRECTIONS 

1.  Park on Dean Rd and walk to end at South 
St (No Sign). 

2.  START of WALK  - 2 Dean Rd. 

3.  At corner of Dean Rd & South St (just 
beyond 2 Dean Rd), turn 

4.  LEFT on South St.  Continue on South St, 
crossing Smith Rd. 

5.  LEFT on Marmion Way – no sidewalks. 
Walk on left side of street.  Pass Wallace Rd 
and Old Garden Rd. 

JUST AFTER #31 Marmion Way, turn  

6.  LEFT onto the “PUBLIC FOOT PATH” 
and follow path along the water with 
expansive views of the Atlantic Ocean and the 
town of Rockport.  

7.  LEFT just beyond the wooden steps (1k) 
and 

8.  RIGHT at the end of the FOOT PATH onto 
Old Garden Rd at street (No Sign). 

9.   Pass Old Garden Beach Park on right 
(benches) and pass Harraden Ave and Allen 
on left. 

10.  LEFT at end of Old Garden Rd onto 
Norwood (no sign)             

11. Stay on Norwood for one block and turn 

12. RIGHT onto Atlantic Ave at Stop Sign.  
Follow Atlantic Ave as it curves to the left.   

13. Pass entrance to the Public Foot Path on 
right. 

14. Continue on Atlantic Ave. 

House at #10 Atlantic Ave was one of the houses 
built (1781) with buried pirates’ gold discovered 
at Gully Cove in 1752 by Caleb Norwood, who 
became a wealthy man.  At one time it was a hotel, 
the Headland House.  At #2 Atlantic Ave is the 
shingled cabin (1680) of Joshua Norwood, father 
of Caleb. 

15. RIGHT (Stop Sign) onto Mt Pleasant St 
(no sign). 

16. Pass Hannah Jumper House #35 Circa 
1856 on right. 

Emergencies: Dial 911 
Event-related assistance:  
Joseph Piffat (978) 777-4619 

 

These directions may only be used in 
conjunction with a signed American 
Volkssport Association athletic waiver.  All 
other uses are prohibited.   
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The men of Rockport were spending their 
earnings on rum. On July 8, 1856, 200 women 
gathered in Dock Square, and brandishing 
hatchets, set out to destroy every container of 
alcohol in the town.  Hannah was 75 years old 
and was one of the main leaders of this raid.   
Rockport remained a “dry town” until 2005. 

17. Pass The Blacksmith Shop Restaurant on 
right (2k). 

18. RIGHT at next right to T Wharf (town 
wharf) just after N-Gallery 

(PUBLIC RESTROOMS AND TOURIST 
INFORMATION-TOWN OF ROCKPORT) 

19. Walk to end of wharf – Sandy Bay Yacht 
Club 1885 on right.  MOTIF #1 is on the left. 

Internationally famous MOTIF #1 is a replica of 
a former fishing shack built in the 1840’s to house 
fishermen’s supplies.  In 1933 a 27- foot scale 
model of this red fishing shack was a float driven 
to the American Legion Convention in Chicago 
where it won first prize.  MOTIF #1 is reputed to 
be the most photographed and painted building 
in the U.S. It was destroyed in the Blizzard of ’78, 
and an exact replica was constructed the same 
year. MOTIF #1 has become a symbol of New 
England maritime life. 

20. RETRACE your steps back to Mt Pleasant 
St and turn  

21. RIGHT.     

22. LEFT at first CROSSWALK and CROSS 
Mt Pleasant St.  Turn 

23.  RIGHT and pass London Ventures and 
The Dove shops. The street curves to the left 
through DOCK SQUARE.  Mt. Pleasant 
becomes Main St.  Rockport Art Association 
and Museum and sculpture of “Baby and 
Frog” on left. 

At corner of Main and School pass The First 
Congregational Church on left.   

During the War of 1812, a British frigate entered 
the harbor and captured the Rockport fort and 
guards. The church bell in the steeple was pealed 
to alert the citizens.  A British barge from the 
frigate fired a carronade to silence the bell.  The 
British barge sank from a leak, and the British 
sailors were captured.  The British and American 

prisoners were exchanged.  On the front lawn is 
the British carronade that was captured.  A black 
spot on the steeple support marks the spot where 
the carronade ball struck. 

24. CROSS Jewett St.      

Before crossing Jewett St, look to your left.  There 
is a Carnegie Library where the road divides.  It 
is now a private residence. 

25. CONTINUE on Main St. to 36 Main St. 

26. CROSS Main St at 36 Main St (No 
parking-Tow Away Zone sign) and turn 

27. RIGHT onto the opposite side of Main St.  
NO CROSSWALK – USE CAUTION. 

28. Pass The John Tarr Store and the SHALIN 
LIU PERFORMANCE CENTER.   

A floor-to-ceiling glass window is the stage’s 
backdrop with magnificent views of the ocean.  
Look through the front window or drop into the 
lobby if it is open to see the setting. 

29. Pass Brothers Brew Coffee Shop and 
Brackett’s Ocean View Restaurant 

NOTE the unusual Blue Gate at 23R Main St – 
just after Brackett’s. 

30. Pass Tuck’s Candy (famous local 
candy/gift shop) & Village Silversmith (3k). 

31. ENTER BEARSKIN NECK straight 
ahead.  Use the CROSSWALK to get to the 
right side of the Neck. 

NOTE the sign on right about the Neck’s 
interesting history! 

32. Pass the Sea Fencibles Barrack (1804) – 
sign on building. 

Note the Bearskin Neck painting on the red 
Pewter Shop on left. 

33. RIGHT at James Russell Gallery to enter 
Bradley Wharf to see MOTIF #1. 

Walk LEFT to the “No Parking Beyond This 
Point” sign. 

This wharf was the former site of a schooner boat 
building yard.  NOTE the colorful collection of 
buoys in the garden on the left. 
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34. RETRACE your steps back to the Neck 
and turn 

35. RIGHT passing Roy Moore Lobster Co. 
with the lobster sign. 

36. Pass the Country Store on left. 

37. RIGHT on Tuna Wharf – Fudgery for ice 
cream and candy and walk to end of wharf for 
another view of MOTIF #1 and the Sandy Bay 
Breakwater (1885).  

38. RETRACE your steps and turn 

39. RIGHT passing Helmut’s Strudel (ice 
cream, strudel, coffee). 

FUN QUESTION #1 

Site of the Old Stone Fort (War of 1812) is on the 
right.  NOTE the Historic Transit Tower next to 
the fort.  Rockport was the terminus for the 
transatlantic cable for 50 years.  In what year 
was the Historic Transit Tower erected? 

40. Walk past the fort and look in the distance 
toward the right past the harbor entrance.  
You will see STRAIGHTSMOUTH ISLAND 
LIGHTHOUSE (1835) listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Captain John Smith first spotted the island in 
1614. 

41. WALK COUNTERCLOCKWISE around 
the stone benches at the end of the Neck. 

Note the Sandy Bay Breakwater. 

42. RETRACE your steps on the opposite side 
about half-way back down Bearskin Neck to 
the “DO NOT ENTER” sign and turn 

43. RIGHT at Doyle’s Cove Rd and walk to 
end. 

44. LEFT on North Rd to end (4k). 

45. RIGHT on Old Harbor Rd. 

You will have views of the Old Harbor and the 
huge glass window that looks out at the harbor 
from the Shalin Liu Performance Center. 

46. RETRACE your steps.   

47. At STOP SIGN bear right back to the Neck 
and continue bearing right.  “THE ICE 

CREAM STORE” and the Bean & Leaf Café 
will be on your right. 

As you exit Bearskin Neck turn 

48. LEFT at “Wicked Peacock.”  You are now 
back at Dock Square. 

49. Pass Tuck’s Candy Factory on left.  

50. CROSS T Wharf entrance (RESTROOMS 
on T Wharf) and continue straight. 

51. Pass The Blacksmith Shop Restaurant. 

52. CROSS Atlantic Ave. 

53. Pass The House on Cove Hill (B & B). 

This was another home built by Caleb Norwood, 
who had discovered buried pirates’ treasure at 
Gully Point.  The House on Cove Hill, the Caleb 
Norwood, Jr. House, was built around 1771.  

54. CROSS Norwood and Mt Pleasant Place. 

55. Pass Seven South Street Inn.  

56. CROSS Caleb’s Ln. 

57. Pass the Benjamin Tarr House.   

Sixty-six men from this village met at Tarr’s 
house and marched to Charlestown and fought at 
Bunker Hill.  The distance was 40 miles.  The 
military travel pay was one penny per mile.  

There should be no complaints about doing a 5k 
or 10k after reading this fact!   

58. LEFT at Dean Rd to FINISH (5k).   

FUN QUESTION #2 

Were you one of the lucky visitors to catch a 
glimpse of the mysterious sea serpent who 
surfaces every few years? 

 

THANK YOU for joining TWO TOWN 
WALKING CLUB in this walker’s paradise! 

 

WANT MORE? 

Try our YRE in neighboring Gloucester! 




