
WELCOME TO THE 

SITKA, ALASKA -  SEASONAL WALK   Y3167

Marina and Nat'l Historic Park 5K is rated 1B due to gravel trails in the Nat'l Park

Russian Settlement and Downtown 5K is rated 2B due to some steps and one small hill

Central Washington Sun Striders

This on-line packet contains the following  5 pages of information:

1. This information page including directions to the walk start and restroom info.

2. Walk directions for the Marina and Nat'l Park 5K route (1 page).

3. Map for the Marina and Nat'l Park 5K route (1 page)

4. Walk directions for the Russian Settlement and Downtown 5K route (1 page).

5. Map for the Russian Settlement and Downtown 5K route (1 page).

Getting to the Walk Start  Harrigan Centennial Hall Coordinates:   N 57.02' 58.99"     W 135.19' 57.50"

The first alternative is to arrive in Sitka via large cruise ship. The main cruise ship dock is north of town about 5 1/2 

miles. The city provides free, all day non-stop bus shuttle service from the cruise ship terminal to downtown Sitka 

and back. Both 5Ks start at Harrigan Centennial Hall (Sitka Historical Museum and Visitor Center) which is where the 

shuttle buses stop in the downtown area.

A second alternative is via smaller cruise ships that can moor in Sitka harbor and tender in. Most of the tenders 

come in to a dock in the marina right next to Harrigan Hall. However, an alternate tender dock is next to O'Connel 

Bridge. If dropped off there, simply walk from the tender dock along Harbor Drive 1/4 mile to Harrigan Hall and the 

start. 

A third alternative is via Alaska State Ferry to Sitka. The ferry dock is 7 miles north of town. You will either need to 

drive in (if you have transportation) or arrange for a ride to town and back.

A fourth alternative is via private boat. Private watercraft can dock temporarily at the tender dock in the marina 

next to Harrigan Hall.

A fifth alternative is to fly in to Sitka Airport.  If you fly in, you will need to arrange for a ride to town and back as the 

airport terminal is about 1 1/2 miles from the start point.      

Restroom  Information:

Restrooms available at Harrigan Centennial Hall, the City Library, and at the Sitka NHP Visitor Center.

Walk Information:

This walk event consists of two 5K routes through historic Sitka that once was the Russian capital of Alaska. 

The 5K Marina and Sitka NHP route goes along the marina and through Sitka Nat'l Historical Park with its wooded 

trails, bald eagles and totem poles. Be sure to pick up a Sitka NHP map at the visitor center in case you want to walk 

some of the other trails in the park. This route continues by the Sheldon Jackson Museum and some Russian era 

buildings including the Russian Bishop's Museum. 

The 5K Russian Settlement and Downtown route goes through the main downtown tourist shopping area and past 

the Russian Orthodox Cathedral. This route continues through historic Lutheran and Russian cemeteries. You'll walk 

to a Russian blockhouse, past the Pioneer Home, and up onto Castle Hill with its view of the city, port area and 

harbor. Plaques on Castle Hill have much local history. It  is where the ceremony occurred when Russia deeded 

Alaska to the United States in 1867. The route then continues across O'Connell Bridge with its views of the working 

harbor area and back to the start point.

Thanks for participating and we hope you enjoy your walk in Sitka.
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