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MAY 1, 2020 to OCTOBER 31, 2020 ONLY! 
WHY CLOUDS REST? Clouds Rest, a massive granite formation just northeast of Half Dome in Yosemite 
Valley, is one of the defining hikes in Yosemite National Park (YNP). For casual visitors, it ranks with Half Dome 
and North Dome as one of the most recommended hikes in the valley and for viewing the valley. 
Geographically, Clouds Rest lies in the center of nearly every interesting feature in Yosemite. Great views are 
to be had of Half Dome, the Clark Range in the south, nearly all of Cathedral Range, and even out to 
Matterhorn Peak and the Sawtooth Range. 

COVID-19 NOTICE 
This route is subject to all restrictions and safety guidelines by government and Park 

directives in effect at time of visit including but not limited to: 

1. Park (or portions thereof) closed or limited hours 
2. Capacity limits – reservations required even if you have season pass 
3. Closure of one or more sections of this route  
4. Pedestrian direction (one way) restrictions 
5. No Valley shuttle bus operations in 2020 
6. Wearing face protection 
7. Enforced social distancing 
8. Any other mitigation measures that would prevent you from completing this 

route or require you to make on the spot adjustments/changes 

Refer to https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/covid19.htm for information on current 

restrictions or visit requirements prior to your intended visit. 

Special Programs – None 
 
Start: Yosemite National Park, CA. GPS units do not always provide accurate directions for Park. If you 
do use a GPS unit, just keep in mind that if there's a conflict between what the road sign says and 
what your GPS unit says, the road sign is correct (and your GPS unit isn't). 
 
Directions: Coming from Mariposa, CA Drive EAST on CA-140, to Yosemite National Park (40 miles).  
Page 4 has various mileages to CA and NV cities. Gas is not available in Yosemite Valley! Fill up before arrival. 
 
Note: You will need to pay an entry fee or have a National Parks pass to enter Yosemite National Park. 
 
Get the latest NPS Hiking Trails map from the entry gate Ranger. 

 
CA-140 East becomes Southside Drive once inside the park. Turn LEFT onto CA-140/El Capitan Cross-Over. 
Continue to follow CA-140 West, 3.2 miles. Turn RIGHT onto Big Oak Flat Rd. (9.5 miles). Turn Right onto CA-
120/Tioga Pass Rd (25.4 miles) Park at Tenaya Lake Trailhead at the southwest end of the lake. 

https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/covid19.htm
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1. Start at the Sunrise Lake Trailhead near the 
restrooms (the only ones on the route). 

2. Cross the Tenaya Lake outlet stream. Enjoy 
relatively level terrain through the 
meadow. 

3. 5 km option (longer trails, skip to #4): 
stroll the loop around the lake. If it's hot, 
take a swim. The beach is a prime stop to 
watch rock climbers on the many domes in 
the area. 

4. At just beyond 2k, the grade increases and 
reaches a ridgeline at 4k. Shortly you’ll 
come to a trail junction. 

5. 13 km option (22 km trail, skip to #6): Go 
left at the trail junction and climb another 
3k to Lower Sunrise Lake, 100 yards farther 
to Middle Sunrise Lake, the most secluded, 
sprinkled with small rock islands. 10 
minutes from there continue to Upper 
Sunrise Lake, the final destination. Reverse 
course and return to the start. 

6. To get to Cloud’s Rest, go right at the trail 
junction. Descend steeply for 1k into an 
alpine meadow. 

7. At 8k you'll reach Clouds Rest trail junction. 
Bear right and take in the sights of the 
park's major mountains as you constantly 
ascend. 

8. At 11k you'll reach the base of the summit. 
After 300 yards of scrambling, arrive at the 
top of Clouds Rest, the largest granite face 
in the park. From the nearly 10,000 ft. 
summit the entire valley unfolds like a 
panorama. 

9. After a well-deserved rest at the top, 
reverse course and return. If time allows, 
consider that dip in Tenaya Lake!   

 
Event related assistance or suggestions for 
improvement please contact:  
Carl Cordes (702) 540-6632  or email: 
pa_rd@ava.org 
 
 

Be sure to log back into the OSB system (my.ava.org) to finish/complete your online registration after 
doing the walk. The OSB system does not deduct any walking fee from a walker’s Event Bank until 
they have submitted walk completion info including the date the event was walked, the distance 
walked, and the selection of applicable special programs that walker is participating in. (NOTE: The 
$2 fee for event PDF Download is deducted from the user’s Event Bank when the pdf is downloaded. 
This prepaid fee is applied against the credit fee(s) at the OSB “Finish Table” when you submit the 
walk completion info. However, the $2 “coupon” for the downloaded PDF expires 60 days from 
download.) 
 
 

 

  

mailto:pa_rd@ava.org
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