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MAY 1, 2020 to OCTOBER 31, 2020 ONLY! 
 

WHY HALF DOME? This is THE classic hike of Yosemite National Park, taking in Vernal Falls and 
Nevada Falls and then continuing up to the cabled summit of Half Dome. The summit should not be 
attempted by folks afraid of heights, or in other than excellent physical condition. The final 400 
meters are accomplished by pulling yourself up a 45-degree incline using fixed cables on narrow 
temporary steps. Bring a pair of good gloves to save your hands. Start this trek early in the morning, 
hoping to be at the top by noon and back down to the valley before dark. The 5 km option turns 
around at Vernal Falls, and the 11 km option turns around at Nevada Falls. Pre-purchase of permit 
required for doing the actual climb of the Half Dome cable/stairs. See page 6 for references. 
 
Special Programs – None 
 
Start: Yosemite National Park, CA. GPS units do not always provide accurate directions for Park. If you 
do use a GPS unit, just keep in mind that if there's a conflict between what the road sign says and 
what your GPS unit says, the road sign is correct (and your GPS unit isn't). 
 
Directions: Coming from Mariposa, CA Drive EAST on CA-140, to Yosemite National Park (40 miles).  
Page 5 has various mileages to CA and NV cities. Gas is not available in Yosemite Valley! Fill up before arrival. 
 
Note: You will need to pay an entry fee or have a National Parks pass to enter Yosemite National Park. 
Get the latest NPS Hiking Trails map from the entry gate Ranger. 

 
 
CA-140 East becomes Southside 
Drive once inside the park. Follow 
signs for Yosemite Village and day 
parking. The second bridge you 
come to, just before Yosemite 
Village, is Sentinel Bridge (Shuttle 
Stop 11). Bear Right at Sentinel 
Bridge (don’t cross it) and follow 
signs for Curry Village. We suggest 
parking at the Curry Village Skating 
Rink, although any parking lot near 
Curry Village will work. After 
parking, take the free Park shuttle 
to Happy Isles (Shuttle Stop 16).  
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1. Starting from Happy Isles Trailhead, cross the 
Merced River Bridge and follow signs toward 
Vernal Falls, Nevada Falls, and Half Dome. 
Carry lots of water, energy snacks and lunch! 
To lighten the load, carry a water filtration 
system to refill bottles – plenty of places to top 
off. Plan for the 27K hike to take 12 hours – 
don’t forget the gloves for the cables to the 
top. 

2. At over 1k, arrive at Vernal Falls Bridge (toilets 
and water). 

3. Continue on Mist Trail to top of Vernal Falls at 
2.5k. 5 km option turns back here. The 
intersection with the John Muir Trail is at 4k 
(toilets). 

4. At 5.5k, you arrive at the top of Nevada Falls. 
11 km option turns right, crosses bridge at the top 
of the Falls, and returns via John Muir Trail. 
5. Walk past Little Yosemite Valley camp at 6k. 

Little Yosemite Valley has the last toilet 
facilities on the hike, and the last drinking 
water access. Use the river for water if you 
have a filter. 

6. At the next intersection leave the John Muir 
Trail to start the Half Dome Trail about 8.5k. 
Soon you will have an incredible view of Half 
Dome and the infamous cables. 

7. The first half of the summit assault is steep and 
at times you will be scrambling along steep 
rocky switchbacks. There is a flat spot to rest 
before the cable ascent, allowing time to 
contemplate the 400 yards to the top, and pick 
a time when the crowd Assault temporarily 
thins out a bit. 

8. On the way down, we suggest taking the John 
Muir Trail back to the Valley. It’s not as steep 
(easier on the knees), and not as wet and 
slippery from the Falls. Congratulations on 
completing an iconic hike!  

 
Event related assistance or suggestions for 
improvement please contact:  
Carl Cordes (702) 540-6632  or email: 
pa_rd@ava.org 
 
 

Be sure to log back into the OSB system (my.ava.org) to finish/complete your online registration after 
doing the walk. The OSB system does not deduct any walking fee from a walker’s Event Bank until 
they have submitted walk completion info including the date the event was walked, the distance 
walked, and the selection of applicable special programs that walker is participating in. (NOTE: The 
$2 fee for event PDF Download is deducted from the user’s Event Bank when the pdf is downloaded. 
This prepaid fee is applied against the credit fee(s) at the OSB “Finish Table” when you submit the 
walk completion info. However, the $2 “coupon” for the downloaded PDF expires 60 days from 
download.) 
 
 

 

  

mailto:pa_rd@ava.org
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This unofficial abridged information excerpted from https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/hdpermits.htm 
as a courtesy. Go to the website for current information on applying and paying for permits.  
 

Half Dome Permits for Day Hikers 
Permits to hike to the top of Half Dome are required seven days per week when the cables are up. The cables 
are normally up the Friday before the last Monday in May (Memorial Day) and come down the day after the 
second Monday in October (Columbus Day). These dates are subject to change based on conditions (check 
current status). This means that for this May 1 to Oct 31 seasonal walk you will not be able to do the 27K in 
May prior to Memorial Day weekend and after Columbus Day in October or if you do not have a permit.  
 
A maximum of 300 hikers are allowed each day on the Half Dome Trail beyond the base of the sub dome. 
 
Permits for day hikers are distributed by lottery via www.Recreation.gov, with one preseason lottery having an 
application period in March and daily lotteries during the hiking season.  
 
Half Dome permits for day hikers do not include any camping, lodging, or overnight accommodations of any 
kind. Half Dome permit holders and alternates should bring a photo ID and the email confirmation indicating 
that the permit has been paid. 
 
Preseason Lottery 
During the preseason lottery, 225 permits are available for each day. The application period for this lottery is 
from March 1 through March 31 (eastern time). Applicants will receive an email with lottery results in mid-
April or can get results online or by calling Recreation.gov.  
 
Daily Lottery 
Approximately 50 permits are available each day by lottery during the hiking season. These permits are 
available based on the estimated rate of under-use and cancellation of permits (the exact number may change 
through the summer). The daily lotteries have an application period two days prior to the hiking date with a 
notification late that night. (So, to hike on Saturday, you would apply on Thursday and receive an email 
notification of results late on Thursday night. Results are also available online, or by phone the next morning.) 
The application period is from midnight to 1 pm Pacific time. 
 
Fees 
Two separate fees are collected. The first fee, which is charged at the time you submit an application, is $10. 
This non-refundable fee, which is per application (not per person), is charged by Recreation.gov for the costs of 
processing your permit application. 
 
The second fee is $10 per person and is charged only when you receive a permit. This fee pays for park rangers 
checking for Half Dome permits and providing Half Dome visitors with hiking and safety information. The $10 
fee is fully refundable if you cancel your permit by 9 pm Pacific time the day before your hiking date or if the 
cables are not up on the date for which your permit is valid. 
 

https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/hdpermits.htm
http://www.recreation.gov/

