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Kensington Fall Colors & Holiday Lights Y2060 

YRE Description 

Come and walk through the vibrant downtown and neighborhoods of Kensington and visit the Mormon Temple                
to view the elaborate Christmas lights all around the Temple grounds. You may even want to watch a                  
Christmas musical at the Temple Visitors’ Center. 
 
The Temple has been under construction and was to open to the public for a few weeks in the fall of                     
2020. The opening has been postponed until large public gatherings are deemed safe. Please check               
their latest news (see links) for the current information. 
 
A second trail takes you to the village of Garrett Park. It began as a railroad suburb, a place where people                     
could live in the country, but work & attend cultural activities in Washington, D.C. The town plan features                  
streets that curve to fit the natural topography and have names from Sir Walter Scott novels. The town was                   
incorporated in 1898 and many of the Victorian era “cottages” still exist. 
 
There are four trails; a 10k and a 5k for the Kensington area, and a 10k and a 5k for Garrett Park. The trails                        
may be combined for the 20k distance. 

AVA Special Programs 

Trail Special Program(s) 
 

Garrett ParkTrail 10k Rockin’ Around the Clock 
Kensington Trail 10k, 5k Rockin’ Around the Clock 

Registering for the walk 

The Seneca Valley Sugarloafers Volksmarch club charges all participants over 12 a $3 fee. When you register                 
for your walk event, please DO NOT check the “No Credit” checkbox for any participant over 12 years of age.                    
When you register for the walk you can download the PDF file with walk information. The PDF includes                  
directions to the walk start and walk instructions. The fee for the download is $2. You will be credited for this                     
fee if you complete the walk and pay the walk participant fee within 60 days. 

After you have completed the walk 

Please remember to log back into the OSB’s “Finish Table” after completing the walk. Completion information                
includes the date the event was walked, the distance walked and applicable special programs. 
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Kensington Fall Colors & Holiday Lights Y2060 

Driving Directions to the trail start 

Address: Safeway, 10541 Connecticut Ave, Kensington, MD 20895 
 
GPS Coordinates of the Safeway are ​39.0279959,-77.0775158 
 
Plus code is ​2WHF+5V Kensington, Maryland 

Plus codes are based on latitude and longitude. By using a simpler code system, they are intended to 
be shorter and easier to use than traditional global coordinates. 

 
Directions from the Capital Beltway (I-495): 
Take I-495 to Exit 33 (MD Rt 185/Connecticut Ave) north toward Kensington ~1.8 miles 
RIGHT​ on Knowles Ave. 
LEFT​ on Armory Ave. 
Immediate ​LEFT​ into Safeway's garage. 
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Garrett Park - 5k 

Garrett Park Trail 

5k (3.1 miles) ​–​ AVA rating 2A 
Restrooms are available at the Safeway.  
 
There will be some streets without sidewalks.  Please use sidewalks when available.  Otherwise, walk on the 
left facing traffic.  Use crosswalks, when available. 
 
The information about trees & homes in Garrett Park was taken from ​Self-guided Tour of Some Common and 
Uncommon Trees in the Garrett Park Arboretum​ and ​The History & Architecture of Garrett Park, Maryland​. 
Copies of these brochures are available from the Garrett Park town office. 

 
1. From the front of the Safeway, ​LEFT​ to 

Knowles Ave. 
2. RIGHT​ onto Knowles Ave. 
3. At Connecticut Ave., ​Cross to the left side​ of 

Knowles and continue in the same direction. 
a. Crossing Detrick Ave. 
b. Cross Summit Ave. 
c. Cross Ewell Ave. 
d. Cross Parkwood D. 
e. Cross Beach Dr.  (1k) 

4. LEFT​ onto Weymouth St. 
You have now entered Garrett Park. It began as a 
railroad suburb, a place where people could live in the 
country, but work & attend cultural activities in 
Washington, D.C. The plan features streets that curve to 
fit the natural topography and have names from Sir 
Walter Scott novels. The original plan & many of the 
Victorian era “cottages” still exist. 
5. RIGHT​ onto Oxford St. 

a. Cross Keswick St. 
b. Cross Shelley Ct. 
c. Cross Clermont Ave. 

6. RIGHT​ onto Montrose Ave. 
Before you turn the corner, note the tree on the right 
beside the bike route sign (10801 Montrose).  A Katsura 
tree, it has heart-shaped leaves which are purple bronze 
as they unfold in spring. 
7. LEFT​ onto Oxford St. 

8. Cross and RIGHT​ onto Kenilworth Ave. 
a. Cross Strathmore Ave 

10909 Kenilworth Ave. was built in 1891. With its 
combination of clapboards & shingles, tall turret, 
spacious porch & complex roof, it shows the 
architectural preferences of its day. 
9. Bear RIGHT ​onto Waverly Ave at the ‘Y’ 

intersection. 
This street contains many historic homes. 
#4716 is one of the finest examples of Queen Anne style 
in Garrett Park.  It was built in 1892. 
#4711, built in 1890, is based on a plan from an 1887 
architectural journal.  
#4709 is a Techbuilt house. Designed in 1952, 
Techbuilts were prefabricated frame houses assembled 
from modular panels & delivered on a truck. 
#4701 was one of the first homes in Garrett Park & 
served as a model late Victorian “cottage.” 
10. LEFT​ onto Montrose Ave.  
11. LEFT​ onto Argyle Ave.  
12. LEFT​ onto the left side of Kenilworth Ave. 

Cross to the right side when the sidewalk 
becomes available. 

13. LEFT​ onto Strathmore Ave. 
a. Cross Montrose Ave. 
b. Cross Clermont Ave. 
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Garrett Park - 5k 
14. At Keswick St., ​Cross to the right side​ of 

Strathmore Ave. and continue in the same 
direction. 
a. Cross Weymouth St. 
b. Cross Beach Dr. 
c. Cross Parkwood Dr. 

15. RIGHT​ onto Ewell Ave. 
a. Cross Warner St. 

16. LEFT​ onto Colchester Dr. 
a. Pass Hebard St. 

17. LEFT​ onto Brookfield Dr. 
18. Cross and LEFT​ onto Summit Ave. 

a. Pass Warner St. 

19. RIGHT​ onto Knowles Ave. 
a. Cross Detrick Ave. 

20. At Connecticut Ave., ​Cross to the left side​ of 
Knowles to return to our start/finish point at the 
Safeway. 

 

Thank you for walking our Sugarloafer 
Seasonal Event today!  
We hope you enjoyed this trail.  
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Garrett Park - 5k 
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Garrett Park - 10k 

Garrett Park Trail 
10k (6.2 miles) – AVA rating 2A 

Restrooms are available at the Safeway and on the trail. 
 
There will be some streets without sidewalks.  Please use sidewalks when available.  Otherwise, walk on the 
left facing traffic.  Use crosswalks, when available. 
 
The information about trees & homes in Garrett Park was taken from ​Self-guided Tour of Some Common and 
Uncommon Trees in the Garrett Park Arboretum​ and ​The History & Architecture of Garrett Park, Maryland​. 
Copies of these brochures are available from the Garrett Park town office. 

 
1. From the front of the Safeway., ​LEFT​ to 

Knowles Ave. 
2. Right​ onto Knowles Ave. 
3. At Connecticut Ave., ​Cross to the left side​ of 

Knowles and continue in the same direction. 
a. Crossing Detrick Ave. 
b. Cross Summit Ave. 
c. Cross Ewell Ave. 
d. Cross Parkwood D. 
e. Cross Beach Dr. (1k) 

4. LEFT​ onto Weymouth St. 
You have now entered Garrett Park. It began as a 
railroad suburb, a place where people could live in the 
country, but work & attend cultural activities in 
Washington, D.C. The plan features streets that curve to 
fit the natural topography and have names from Sir 
Walter Scott novels. The original plan & many of the 
Victorian era “cottages” still exist. 
5. RIGHT​ onto Oxford St. 

a. Cross Keswick St. 
b. Cross Shelley Ct. 
c. Cross Clermont Ave. 

Before you turn the corner at Montrose Ave., note the 
tree on the right beside the bike route sign (10801 
Montrose).  A Katsura tree, it has heart-shaped leaves 
which are purple bronze as they unfold in spring.  
6. RIGHT​ onto Montrose Ave.  
7. LEFT​ onto Oxford St. 

8. Cross and RIGHT​ onto Kenilworth Ave. (2k) 
a. Cross Strathmore Ave. 

10909 Kenilworth Ave. was built in 1891. With its 
combination of clapboards & shingles, tall turret, 
spacious porch & complex roof, it shows the 
architectural preferences of its day. 
9. Bear RIGHT ​onto Waverly Ave at the ‘Y’ 

intersection. 
This street contains many historic homes.  
#4716 is one of the finest examples of Queen Anne style 
in Garrett Park.  It was built in 1892.  
#4711, built in 1890, is based on a plan from an 1887 
architectural journal.  
#4709 is a Techbuilt house. Designed in 1952, 
Techbuilts were prefabricated frame houses assembled 
from modular panels & delivered on a truck.  
#4701 was one of the first homes in Garrett Park & 
served as a model late Victorian “cottage.”  
10. LEFT​ onto Montrose Ave.  
At 11005 Montrose, next to the house number, is a Dove 
Tree. Its white flowers are highly unusual & resemble the 
wings of a dove.  Blooms for two weeks in May. 
11. RIGHT​ onto Argyle Ave. 
12. LEFT​ onto Rokeby Ave. 
At 11121 Rokeby Ave., notice two bulls in the ground 
cover. This house was once owned by the author Munro 
Leaf who wrote Ferdinand the Bull. 
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Garrett Park - 10k 
13. TURN AROUND and retrace your steps​ to the 

corner of Argyle Ave and Rokeby Ave. 
14. LEFT​ onto Rokeby Ave. The sign is confusing, 

but this is Rokeby Ave. 
Further along on the left is the railroad waiting shed for 
passengers. It is from the Victorian era and was moved 
here from Laurel, MD, to replace the original one which 
was torn down in 1960. 
Straight ahead is 4600 Waverly Ave. It is the first and 
only commercial building in Garrett Park. It originally 
contained a general store with a meeting hall above it. 
Today, it houses the Black Market Bistro, the Post Office 
and the Town Office. 
[Restrooms may be available at the Post Office. Follow 
the driveway to the right of the Bistro. Turn left to enter 
the Post Office.  Once inside, turn right & use the 
elevator to the second floor restrooms. Or turn right 
again to go up the stairs. Please leave the way you 
came in. Be respectful of restaurant patrons.] 
15. LEFT​ and cross railroad tracks. ​Continue​ on 

trail through Waverly-Schuylkill Park crossing 
the wooden bridge. 

16. Cross and LEFT​ onto Schuylkill Rd at 
crosswalk. 

17. Immediate Cross and RIGHT​ onto Garrett 
Park Rd. 
a. Cross Beach Dr. 

18. RIGHT​ onto Rock Creek Trail at the crosswalk. 
a. Cross Wexford Dr. 
b. Porta-john at Ken-Gar Park 
c. Ignore trail to Plyers Mill Rd. 
d. Cross Knowles Ave. 
e. Ignore trail to the left.  

19. LEFT​ at the “T” on the path out of the park to 
the road. (6k) 
a. Cross Parkwood Dr. onto the left side of 

Westbrook Ln. 
20. LEFT​ onto Westbrook Ln. at the “T”. 
21. RIGHT​ onto Clearbrook Pl. 
22. LEFT​ onto Clearbrook Ln. 
23. RIGHT​ onto Cedar Ln.  

You are now in the neighborhood of Chevy Chase View. 
It is distinguished by its varied lot sizes, many of which 
are more than 5 acres. 

a. Cross Dresden St. 
b. Cross Everett St.  

24. LEFT​ onto the left side of Franklin St., using the 
crosswalks. 

25. LEFT​ onto Summit Ave. 
26. At Everett St., ​Cross to the right side​ of 

Summit Ave and continue in the same direction. 
a. Cross Dresden St. 
b. Cross Cleveland St. 

27. STRAIGHT​ onto Summit Ave. 
a. Pass Ambler Dr. (on left)  

28. Cross and RIGHT​ onto Prospect St. 
29. RIGHT​ onto the right side of Washington St. 
#3948 was built around 1893 in classical style. Note 
symmetry of windows, pediment & window above. The 
polygonal dormer is unusual. 
#3930 exemplifies Dutch Colonial Revival style with 
double sloped roof and uniformly patterned shingle 
siding. 
#3926, built in the late 1890s, has a hipped roof with 
central dormer and chimney. The 5” German siding 
gives a restrained facade, embellished by turned posts 
and decorative brackets on the porch. 
30. At Connecticut Ave., ​cross Connecticut Ave. 

onto the left side​ of Washington St. and 
continue in the same direction. 
a. Cross Calvert Pl. 

Kensington was a land grant purchased by Daniel 
Carroll, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
who then sold parcels to various farmers. After the 
Metropolitan line of the B&O Railroad established a stop 
at Knowles Station, the farming community grew quickly.  
31. LEFT​ onto Hadley Place. 
32. RIGHT​ onto Montgomery Ave. 

a. Pass Kent St. 
b. Pass Carroll Pl. 

You will pass by the side of Brainard Warner's 
mansion/summer home at 10231 Carroll Place. It was 
built about 1890. He laid out the streets of Kensington in 
a curvilinear pattern which still exists today. 
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Garrett Park - 10k 
Because of his great influence, Warner was able to 
convince the other residents to name the town 
Kensington after a garden suburb in England. 
He built a library across the street from his mansion and 
convinced his friend, Crosby Noyes (editor and publisher 
of the Washington Star) to donate books for it. Noyes 
Library, which began operation in 1893, is the county's 
only children's library today. 

c. Pass Carroll Pl. a second time. 
33. Cross to the left side​ of Montgomery Ave.  
#10304 was built before 1911. Note the fanlight above 
the front door and the Palladian window. 
#10308, built in late 1890s combines stylistic elements. 
Main entry has fanlights and side lights typical of 
Georgian style. Arched porch openings suggest 
Romanesque Revival. Also see polygonal bay, 4 inch 
siding & steeply-pitched gable. 
#10410-10414 was known as the “Bakery”. It was both a 
home & a business. Note large display windows & wide 
eaves. People came here to buy McKeevers Ice Cream. 
34. Bear LEFT​ onto Howard Ave. at the 

intersection. 
Howard Ave. was a dusty “main street” between 1906 
and the 1930s. Today, the park (in front of the Society 
for the Prevention of Blindness Antique Shop) is a 
popular gathering place for music lovers in the summer 
as well as weary shoppers. 
Free Standing Clock at the sidewalk in front of the 
Kensington Train Station. (on right) 

a. Cross Fawcett St.  
#3716 was built in 1895 for the Montgomery Press. 
Cornelius Clum edited the newspaper from 1895 to 
1935. The building was later a doctor's office and then a 
thrift and antiques store. 

b. Cross Armory Ave. 
35.  ​LEFT​ into Safeway parking lot to our 

start/finish. 
 
  

 
 

Thank you for walking our Sugarloafer 
Seasonal Event today!  
We hope you enjoyed this trail. 
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Garrett Park - 10k 
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Kensington - 5k 

Kensington Trail 
5k (3.1 miles) – AVA rating 2A 

Restrooms are available at the Safeway, the Temple Visitors’ Center and in shops along the walk. 
 

1. From the front of the Safeway. 
2. LEFT​ to Knowles Ave. 
3. LEFT​ onto Knowles Ave. 
4. Cross and RIGHT​ onto Armory Ave. 

a. Cross Mitchell St. 
b. Cross Baltimore Ave. 
c. Follow sidewalk along Connecticut Ave 

5. Veer LEFT​ onto first street (Calvert Pl, no sign). 
The Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church is 
on the right. 

6. Veer LEFT​ on Washington St. 
7. Quickly LEFT​ onto Hadley Pl. 
8. RIGHT​ onto Montgomery Ave. 

a. Cross Kent St. (1km) 
b. Pass Noyes Children’s Library (on left) 

9. Cross to the opposite side​ of Montgomery 
Ave. 

10. Cross and RIGHT​ onto Kensington Pkwy. 
a. Pass Johnson‘s Flower Center. 

11. At the intersection of Frederick Ave. and 
Kensington Pkwy. use the crosswalk to ​Cross 
to the other side​ of Frederick Ave. and 
continue in the same direction. 

12. LEFT​ onto Wake Dr. 
NOTE:  There are no sidewalks in this section of 
Kensington; stay on the left side of the roads at all 
times. 

a. Pass E Bexhill Dr. (on right) 
13. LEFT​ onto Kent St. (2km) 

a. Pass Hillridge Dr. 
14. RIGHT​ onto Stoneybrook Dr. 

a. Pass LDS Church. (on right) 
b. Cross 1st entrance to Temple (with guard 

house). 
15. RIGHT​ to the Temple Visitors’ Center 

Stop in the Visitors’ Center and view the decorated 
Christmas trees, exhibit of international nativity scenes, 
and possibly take in a musical performance. You may 
also want to visit the outdoor nativity scene. 
There are restrooms available in the Visitors’ Center.  
16. Retrace your steps​ back to Stoneybrook Dr. 
17. LEFT​ onto Stoneybrook Dr. and retrace your 

steps back to Kent St. 
18. LEFT​ onto Kent St. (4km) 

a. Cross Hillridge Dr. 
b. Cross Wake Dr. 
c. Cross E Bexhill Dr. 
d. Cross Frederick Ave. 

19. RIGHT​ onto Kensington Pkwy. 
20. At the end of the sidewalk, ​Cross to the other 

side​ of Kensington Pkwy. and continue in the 
same direction. 

21. Veer LEFT​ to remain on Kensington Pkwy. at 
the intersection with Frederick Ave. 
a. Pass Flinn Park (on left) 
b. Cross Montgomery Ave. 
c. Pass Kensington Train Station (on right 

Free standing clock at the sidewalk in front of the 
Kensington train station. (on right) 

d. Pass Howard Ave Park (on left) 
22. LEFT​ onto Fawcett St. 
Little Free Library #16761 at 10411 Fawcett St. (on left) 
23. RIGHT​ onto Mitchell St. 

a. Pass Town Hall (on left) 
24. RIGHT​ onto Armory Ave. 
25. LEFT​ onto Knowles Ave. and back to our 

start/finish point. 
Thank you for walking our Sugarloafer Seasonal Event 
today!  
We hope you enjoyed this trail. 
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Kensington - 5k 
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Kensington - 10k 

Kensington Trail 
10k (6.2 miles) – AVA rating 2A 

Restrooms are available at the Safeway, the Temple Visitors’ Center and in shops along the walk. 
 

1. From the front of the Safeway. 
2. LEFT​ to Knowles Ave. 
3. LEFT​ onto Knowles Ave. 
4. Cross and RIGHT​ onto Armory Ave. 

a. Cross Mitchell St. 
b. Cross Baltimore Ave. 
c. Follow sidewalk along Connecticut Ave 

5. Veer LEFT​ onto first street (Calvert Pl, no sign). 
The Warner Memorial Presbyterian Church is 
on the right. 

6. Veer LEFT​ on Washington St. 
7. Quickly LEFT​ onto Hadley Pl. 
8. RIGHT​ onto Montgomery Ave. 

a. Cross Kent St. (1km) 
b. Pass Noyes Children’s Library (on left) 

9. Cross to the opposite side​ of Montgomery 
Ave. 

10. Cross and RIGHT​ onto Kensington Pkwy. 
a. Pass Johnson‘s Flower Center. 

11. At the intersection of Frederick Ave. and 
Kensington Pkwy. use the crosswalk to ​Cross 
to the other side​ of Frederick Ave. and 
continue in the same direction. 

12. LEFT​ onto Wake Dr. 
NOTE:  There are no sidewalks in this section of 
Kensington; stay on the left side of the roads at all 
times. 

a. Pass E Bexhill Dr. (on right) 
13. LEFT​ onto Kent St. (2km) 

a. Pass Hillridge Dr. 
14. RIGHT​ onto Stoneybrook Dr. 

a. Pass LDS Church. (on right) 
b. Cross 1st entrance to Temple (with guard 

house). 
15. RIGHT​ to the Temple Visitors’ Center 

Stop in the Visitor’s Center and view the decorated 
Christmas trees, exhibit of international nativity scenes, 
and possibly take in a musical performance. You may 
also want to visit the outdoor nativity scene. 
There are restrooms available in the Visitors’ Center.  
16. Retrace your steps​ back to Stoneybrook Dr. 
17. LEFT​ onto Stoneybrook Dr. and retrace your 

steps back to Kent St. 
18. LEFT​ onto Kent St. (4km) 

a. Cross Hillridge Dr. 
b. Cross Wake Dr. 

19. LEFT​ onto E Bexhill Dr. 
a. Pass Old Spring Rd. (on right)(5km) 
b. Pass Littledale Rd. 

20. LEFT​ onto Saul Rd. 
a. Cross Hillridge Rd. 

21. RIGHT​ onto Kenmore Dr. 
22. Veer RIGHT​ onto Calvend Ln. 
23. LEFT​ onto Hillridge Dr. 
24. RIGHT​ onto Bexhill Pl. 
25. LEFT​ onto E Bexhill Dr. 

a. Cross Old Spring Rd. 
26. LEFT​ onto Raymoor Rd. 
27. RIGHT​ onto E Bexhill Dr. 
28. LEFT​ onto Hawick Ln. 

a. Pass Elrod Rd (on right) 
29. RIGHT​ onto Calvend Ln. 
30. LEFT​ onto Old Spring Rd. 

a. Cross Saul Rd. 
b. Cross Littledale Rd. 

31. LEFT​ onto E Bexhill Dr. 
32. LEFT​ onto Kent St. 

a. Cross Frederick Ave. 
33. RIGHT​ onto Kensington Pkwy. 
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Kensington - 10k 
34. At the end of the sidewalk, ​Cross to the other 

side​ of Kensington Pkwy. and continue in the 
same direction. 

35. Veer LEFT​ at the intersection with Frederick 
Ave. to remain on Kensington Pkwy. 
a. Pass Johnson Garden Center (on right) 
b. Pass Flinn Park (on left) 
c. Cross Montgomery Ave (9km) 
d. Pass Kensington Train station (on right) 

Free standing clock at the sidewalk in front of the 
Kensington train station. (on right) 

e. Pass  Howard Ave. Park (on left) 
36. LEFT​ onto Fawcett St. 
Little Free Library #16761 at 10411 Fawcett St. (on left) 
37. RIGHT​ onto Mitchell St.  

a. Pass Town Hall (on left) 
38. RIGHT​ onto Armory Ave. 
39. LEFT​ onto right side of Knowles Ave back to 

our start/finish point. 

 
  

 
Thank you for walking our Sugarloafer 
Seasonal Event today!  
We hope you enjoyed this trail 
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Kensington - 10k 
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Kensington Fall Colors & Holiday Lights Y2060 

Internet Resources 

 

Garrett Park, Maryland: ​https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garrett_Park,_Maryland 

 

Kensington, Maryland: ​https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kensington,_Maryland 

 

Latest News Washington DC Temple: ​https://churchofjesuschristtemples.org/washington-d.c.-temple/ 

 

Holiday Lights at the Mormon Temple: ​https://dctemplelights.churchofjesuschrist.org/ 

 

Geographic region:​ ​https://en.wi kipedia.org/wiki/Piedmont_(United_States) 

 

Club Information: ​Seneca Valley Sugarloafers Volksmarch Club 
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